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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

fEDKHAI. II U H K A II OF INVESTIGATION 

Memphis, Tennessee 
March 19, 1968 



RE: SANITATION WORKERS STRIKE, 

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 
RACIAL MATTERS 



Reference is made to communication dated March 
18, 1968, made at Memphis, Tennessee. 



On the afternoon of March 18, 1968, Capt . Jewell G. 
Ray, Inspectional Bureau, Memphis, Tennessee, Police Depart- 
ment, advised that there was little strike support activity 
dui ing .he day of March 18, 1968, and that some of the strikers 
and some of their adult supporters sponsored by a group of 
Negro Memphis ministers connected with the Memphis Interdenomi- 
national Ministerial Alliance and who have adopted the name of 
Community on the Move for Equality (COME) held a downtown march 
peacefully on the sidewalks, single file, around 3:00 p.m. 

March 18 , 1968. He advised that at about 4;30 p.m. a small 
group of teenagers marched the same route without incident. 

-7 / '■ ' 

/ Capt. Ray stated that the big excitement in Memphis 

on March 18, 1968, was the scheduled appearance of Martin Luther 
King Jr of Atlanta, Georgia, President of the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference, who had been scheduled to address 
a strike support rally sponsored by COME at Mason Temple, Mason 
Avenue, Memphis, this being a Church of God in Christ institu- 
tion. |e stated that outside of the Mid-South Coliseum, it is 
t^e largest indoor arena in Memphis and can seat some 10,000 
pAople , 

7 / 

On the late night of March 18, 1968, Capt^ Ray advised 
that King had appeared, arriving late, after 9:00 £>.m., and he 
was accompanied on the platform by Rev. Ralph D. 'Abernathy , who 
is repbiftetS ' to be Vice-President at Large of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) . 
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mfmpiT? J IO I e . WORKERS s rR 1 KE ’ 

Memphis, Tennessee 

Andrew JEE^***** to MemphiJ were' 

a member^of the executive o? sc^C "“SfBevel, 



>'«hod lst church J :“; n " h °L rl V c ^" n f • • «»«or, centenary 

also be on the executive staff if Ray ’ is understood / € /t/ * / - 

purportedly responsibly f 0 y h,.*, f . of SCL C and was the person 

Memphis to stimulate support of the^rljLt^ hiS gr ° Up tD 

tne sanitation stritp 



^ — ecciij, responsible fn-r k.-<. a was the ner^nn 

Memphis to stimulate support of the^^JLt^ hlS group to ^ eC ^- 

tne sanitation strike. 

Ray stated that he hiri k ^ , W ' $el&/U' / n 

People, predominantly Nee?oen““'iho 9 ' 00 » 12,000 

Kinc called for an escalfuon’ol ?t,f°7 C m “ P to hear *>li. 

eieof. King made a series of Ho str ikc and for support 
baser emotions of the predominant? ! a f Klc a PP e als to the 
pointed out they had to ?:?" tly Negro au dience and 
poasessed by th * S “ ds 

H kept emphasizing power without h P thC - had to obt ain power 
they could obtain poEer Ray Speclfi c as to how 
emotionally moved by King’s Lopf d tbat the audience was 
calling for a unified effort nn +! ’ and Klng con cluded by 
Memphis, some 250 000 tn n the P art of all Negroes L 
tratlcn beaded b^EJir^ ^ 

to accept a union dues checkoff w?i £ V eretofore ha ' s refused 
in the settlement of the san?M.T^ the big bottleneck 

progress since February 12 1968 on strike > which has been in 

in Memphis t0 utilise Jriday^Lrch 22 S °° 811 »'«'•« 

day in which all Ne,;roe,i would refuse In s’ “ S a P rot «*t 
all Negro students would refuse to ™ l Up for work and 

Negroes would thereby be ureed tn S Sch °ol and that all 
*or what King described as a" 

the next several^^s Simula L W ° u ld be ln Mississippi for 
April 22, 1968, n Po £ p^'s ^ hiS Scorning 

and would probably return to L T ? in Washington, DC 
the scheduled massive march on M aJ^h 22, partici P at e ' in 

which he u^ged^^rL^uipSjJSs^nS^^i 1 ^ a talk in 

^S?r^L??:??o?-pa£- j" r - -e y s h s?^d to 

rently — n 



MFMTm^ TI0N W0RKER S STRIKE , 
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE 



if this provoked arrest. 



On March 
Bureau, Memphis Po 
Inspectional Burea 
there had been no 
themselves in iron 
sidcrable activity 
mass march on the 
the Memphis city H 
Memphis City Counc 



lice Department^ H a A kin > Inspectional 
„ ® Department, and Inspector G p Tines 

u, Memphis Police Department, advised thnt’ 
known arrests on the nart * sed that 

t of sanitation trucks and there throwin g 
scheduled for March 19 1968 n C ° n " 

1 " ,d rt ;,ke t„ 

ti which b^i„ d "„ o t w 2 °?3 k ^ p ": etlng °* tho 



meetings a t ‘th^FiJesto^uSion ” ho have d »Hy 

order to obtain some of the 407 sneotnJ arrive early in 

Council chambers, and another ctator seats in the City * 

from Clayborn A ME Temple, 280 Hernando S J™ p ^ hizers march 

file on the sidewalks. Hernando, to the City Hall single 

the Lorraine Motel^ 5 <^mu l^rrVs^rVf h±S gr ° UP Sta * ed 
motel, during the night of March 18 pr ® dom±nant ly Negro 

noon, King left, ostensibly to L shortl y before 
in connection with his "Poor n P f i ? t ^ e state °f Mississippi 
that Ralph Ji . Abernathy remaihed^n m Ca ™ p “ in -" ' Arkin stated 
with some of the ministerial leaders whn^ 3 anQ WaS cd * f erring 
aL ri ^her n : mely> Jam ° S Lawson^"? £? ^rt±n e ' 



Ra lph,- J a cks on , 



MARTIN LUTHER KIN G JR. 
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JAMES REVEL 

at the°of flees oT'Jhe^icst s id ° bserved to be Present 

Chicago (DCA) . Discussion fook Jlace ai ?^° i ?. C1Ub ia 
tering around reaction +o prace at this time cen- 

Gencral of the United States^ni " 0 tif ication that the Attorney 

Clubs as a Communist Iro^ Be^el Tn t0 label * he DuBois 

that he would have Wd th? I,! conversation, stated 

ignored this notification and kept about 















